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Born January 12th 1944 in Sarpsborg, Norway. Actor and black-and-white drawing artist. His 

parents were dentist Arnulf Oftebro (1900-98) and dentist’s assistent Marie Karlsen (1910-

93). Married 1973 journalist Kaja Korsvold (18.9.1950-), they were divorced 1992. Together 

they have three children, among them actor Jakob Oftebro. He was later married to Anette 

Hoff (16.5.1961-). Together they have a son, Jonas Hoff Oftebro. 

 

Nils Ole is one of our most recognized and profiled actors and has done more great characters 

both on stage and in movies than most actors of his generation. This is the strong impression 

we have after having done considerable research among the sources that this presentation is 

based on. 

 

He was brought up between the Sunday school and a growing rock music environment in 

Tune. While going to high school, he once played the character ”Peer Gynt”, and his teacher 

was so impressed that he encouraged  him to try to attend the Theatre school. After having 

finished high school, in 1963, and after one year reading commercial subjects, he attended to 

both the Handcraft and Art and Industry School as well as the Theatre school. Theatre won, 

but Nils Ole has since his younger days made drawings and black-and-white art pieces for 

Morgenbladet and Aftenposten (newspapers). He made portraits for Farmand 1986-90 and 

was an art reviewer in VG 1992-96.  

While being a student at Det Norske Teatret (The Norwegian Theatre), he made his debut in 

1967 as Askeladden in “Kongsdøtrene i berget det blå”. He went back to the Theatre School 

late -68/early -69. After having finished his studies at the Theatre School, he was employed 

by Det Norske Teatret, then by NRK Fjernsynsteatret (TV-theatre), where he made his debut 

in ”Pelikanen” by Strindberg. Among several great characters by Fjernsynsteatret he did the 

title cast in Holberg’s ”Erasmus Montanus”, and in the period 1982-84 in Bjørneboe’s 

”Semmelweis”. He received the Amanda prize (a Norwegian prize for film and TV) in 1986 



for intense acting as the violent husband in ”Du kan ikke bare gå” (you can’t just leave) by 

Margaret Johansen. 

 

Nils Ole Oftebro came to Nationaltheatret (National Theatre) in 1971, and quite from the start 

he appeared as one of the most important and leading actors. In the title part in Sofokles’ 

”King Oedipus” he faced a new challenge: the classic tragedy, which he mastered without 

problems. 

Nils Ole has made several Ibsen-parts, among them Peer Gynt and Bygmester Solness. In this 

last role he showed admirable skills in combining the counterparts in a human being, - the 

powerful and the vulnerable. He also has made great characters in plays by Shakespeare. 

 

Nils Ole Oftebro took active part in starting the Torshovteatret in 1977 and in 1987 he became 

a very popular artistic of the leader, creating a new era. The repertoire contained plays 

thematically touching violence, also the half accepted violence finding place in police and 

prison environments. During his time theatre sports was introduced at the Torshov theatre.  

Nils Ole is clever in doing new and ”angry” drama, but he is also receiving approval for his 

comic talent. He did a very funny Don Juan, who is parasiting everybody, without showing 

any emotions. He was so ”bad” as he was supposed to be, and he received the Critic’s prize 

for that part. As ”Per Degn” in Erasmus Montanus he had the audience in his hands. 

Nils Ole has also had casts in several movies. He recieved the Amanda prize for best small 

part for doing the architect’s friend in ”Thranes metode”. Oftebro has spent quite a number of 

summer holidays at Stiklestad, most of the times as King Olav den Hellige. 1998 he got the 

Stiklestad prize  for his outstanding effort. 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

With his deep sonorous voice Oftebro is made for being a narrator. He will be particularly 

remembered for Hamsun’s ”Pan and Victoria” and Bjørnson’s ”Fiskerjenten”. 

 

From The Stiklestad play Prize ceremony 



He also took part in the family saga ”Fanny and Alexander”. In 2012 he played Stalin in the 

piece Dictator vs Writer (Collaborators) at Nationaltheatret. The latter was probably one of 

his best portrayals ever. 

 

 

Since the end of the nineties he has been 

anchor-man in several TV series, among 

them ”Fangene på fortet”, ”Robinson” 

(Norway’s ‘Survivor’), ”Det perfekte kupp” 

og ”Mandagsklubben”. 

For many years he has been the actors’ 

representative and a member of the board. 

 

Nils Ole Oftebro is a very versatile actor 

with long and varied CV. It’s a pleasure to 

present an Oftebro celebrity on our own 

home page. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Nils Ole as Stalin 

 

 

 

 

 

Nils Ole as Stalin 


